VERSE OF THE WEEK: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything,
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Church passage in Philippians, the primary result of prayer is not Pastors - quite a challenge. He felt a call to speak

Pray for our necessal’lly heallng or mll’aCU|0US pt‘OVISIOﬂ, but peace in 1985 and was given greater Opportunity’
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mission in 2009 and for
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door for our iove ancour and inexplicable peace OUR BIBLE STUDY AND PRAYER MEETING will
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Minister’s day serve him. We will be talking about “New Beginnings”.
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Create PDF files without this message by purchasing novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)



mailto:pastor@torredelmarchurch.org),
http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com

Reaching Out Vivian Boland Torch Ministries

On the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel is L el
Michelangelo's famous painting of the creation of m .
Adam, in which the outstretched hand of God the ‘
Creator almost, but not quite, touches the

outstretched hand of Adam. Within that tiny gap L

between the two fingers is found - so we can :

imagine - the entire energy of creation, as the One-who-is reaches out to the one-
who-is-not so that he might come to be. God said 'let there be', and there was.

In the gospel of Mark, Mark 1:40-45 Jesus reaches out and touches a leper who has
asked to be made clean. In that moment when the outstretched hand of Jesus reaches
the suffering body of the leper is found - so we can imagine - the entire energy of
the new creation, as the Word become flesh reaches out to the one subject to the
power of sin and death, so that he might live a new life. Jesus said 'l will, be clean'
and the leprosy left him.

In touching the leper Jesus acts scandalously, breaking the laws of Israel. The leper
was unclean and must live apart, says the Book of Leviticus, he must live 'outside
the camp'. So we can imagine this also, that the hand of Jesus reaching out to touch
the leper, reaches out from within the Law, from within the traditions and decency
of Israel, from within culture and civilization as human beings succeed in
establishing those things. He reaches out from within law, decency and civilization
to touch someone who is unclean, dwelling at the margins and even beyond the
limits of law, decency and civilization.

In doing this Jesus reveals the radically scandalous truth that God is love. God is not
waiting for us to become presentable, to tidy ourselves up, before receiving us back.
Saint Paul says that even if we do have all sorts of impressive moral and spiritual
achievements to report but are without love then it is of no use to us at all. What
proves that God loves us, Paul says elsewhere, is that Christ died for us while we
were still sinners. God's love comes to touch us while we are still lepers.

Torre del Mar Church is part of the Spanish Evangelical Church and is in
partnership with Presbyterian Church Ireland. Contact us on 952532825
email pastor@torredelmarchurch.org
Website www.torredelmarchurch.org
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Hymns for Today’s Service
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Come Now Is The Time

Morning Has Broken

Faithful One

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
Give Me Oil In My Lamp

In Christ Alone

Scriptures: Psalm 89:1-8 ; Genesis 26:1-14
Philippeans 4:4-20

SPEAKER: DAVID NEWELL
TITLE: “Christian Prosperity”

Music: Shelagh Henderson
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